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[Abstract] Objective To understand the factors related to the first visit of men who have sex with men(MSM) at
a gay bathhouse in Hangzhou, so as to provide a basis for effective interventions targeting this population. Methods
From October 2015 to January 2016, a cross-sectional survey was conducted among MSM who engaged in sex at a
bathhouse in Hangzhou. MSM who had oral or anal sex with men in the last 6 months were recruited, and data on their
sexual behavior and other information was collected through a one-on-one survey. Factors influencing the first visit to
the bathhouse were analyzed using a Logistic regression model. Results A total of 465 MSM were surveyed, of whom
125(26.9%) were first-time visitors aged (38.68+12.48) years. Multivarial Logistic analysis showed that those who had
received HIV education in the last 6 months(OR=2.72, 95%CI: 1.39-5.30), had received an HIV antibody test in the
last 6 months(OR=2.86, 95%CI: 1.68-4.84), the age group of the first sex with men >40 years(OR=2.87, 95%CI: 1.04-
7.94), 31-40 years group (OR=3.77, 95%CI: 1.52-9.38), 21-30 years group (OR=2.73, 95%CI: 1.31-5.67) were the risk
factors for the first visit to a gay bathhouse. Sexual partner searching through bathhouse and other means such as
family party/hotel/bar/park(OR=0.46, 95%CI: 0.26-0.84), as well as through bathhouse and social media(OR=0.37, 95%ClI:
0.19-0.72), were protective factors compared with those who looked for sexual partner through bathhouse only.
Conclusions The risk factors of the first visit of MSM at a gay bathhouse in Hangzhou include access to HIV

education and antibody testing in the last 6 months, the age of the first sexual behavior with men over 20 years.
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